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CITY OF PITTSBURGH
"America's Most Livable City"

t -- ---
Office of Mayor Luke Ravenstahl

June 1,2010

To Whom It May Concern:

Most recently, Mr.Wesley Johnson asked me if! would provide a letter of reference on
his behalf and it is with great pleasure that I do so,

I first met Wes in 2006 when the Borough of Wilkinsburg, which he managed,
approached the City of Pittsburgh with the idea of the City entering into an inter-municipal
agreement that would have the City Environmental Services Department pick up trash for the
Borough. At that time the City had excess capacity in their Department and the Borough was
heading into what seemed to be a significant increase in trash fees.

Realizing that this type of inter-municipal agreement had never been entered into by the
City, Wes remained undeterred in his resolve to build the necessary consensus to consummate
the agreement Many issues had to be dealt with including City Council approval and Borough
Council approval. Issues ranged from cost to changing pickup days for the Borough. All of these
challenges were faced and resolved as a result ofWes's desire to serve his constituents with the
best, most cost effective solution. The proposal was not without risk but it also provided an
immeasurable reward for both Community's with the Borough reaping the reward of a $600K
savings in trash removal cost and the City being able to take advantage of excess capacity in
their Department without furloughs.

The impact of Wes' leadership and consensus building skills was profound. Wes
exhibited the ability to negotiate strongly for his position resolutely and without alienating those
on the other side of the table. His ability to see issues and not personalities made the deal
between the two communities possible.

If you would like to discuss Wes' qualifications in greater detail, please do not hesitate to
contact me at work at (412)255-2636 or at Yarone.zober@city.pittsburgh.pa.us.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Sincerely,

1,?----
ri~~ne Zober
Chief of Staff
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